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evin and Marilyn Boland had a plan all along. For nearly
a decade after buying an acre of land on Spider Lake, the
couple camped on the site under an umbrella of tall red
and white pines. But their small Fleetwood Prowler camper would
only serve as a temporary substitute for the cottage they would
build when their money came together. Their wish list, on the
other hand, came together more quickly.

“We had a conglomeration of disjointed ideas,” Kevin says.
“We had collected a lot of stuff over the years.” Among the things
they collected were names. Kevin's job in the construction indus-
try had introduced him to architect Marco Silveri years earlier.
And they had settled on builder Roger Widing in 1980. “It was a

looongterm plan,” he says, with the exaggerated emphasis of a
sportscaster calling a home run. “We figured it would pay off in
a certain amount of time.”

The payolf came in the form of a tall, narrow cottage care-
fully nestled between the towering trees where the Bolands once
parked their cramped camper. Finished in 2001, the house is a
clapboard-sided, cedarshingled testament to the virtue of
patience. “There’s something about a client spending time with
the property and getting to know it intimately,” says Marco, who
designed the weekend home while his wife, landscape architect
Cynthia Silveri, prepared the grounds.
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“We asked Kevin and Marilyn what they wanted to do with
the landscape and they said, ‘nothing,” Marco says. “They told me
specifically the views they were interested in, where they want-
ed privacy from the road, and that kind of thing."

In order to accommodate their wishes, Marco's architectural
design offered a compact footprint, steeply pitched roof, and
ample views with minimal disruption to the surrounding scenery.

The result, Kevin says, has a feel that's “very much that of a
treehouse.” That “feel” was enough to get it published in Dale
Mulfinger’s book The Getaway Home (Taunton Press, 2004).

Kevin says he and his wife wanted their cottage “to look like
it was dropped down there.” They achieved their goal, in part,
by using a sort of camouflage of minimal landscaping and native
materials, including pine paneling and tlooring, Rumford
fireplaces of local fieldstone, and grindstone exterior steps quar-
ried in northern Michigan.

The 1,350-square-foot home features an enclosed, second-floor
sleeping porch and six principal rooms with lake views. But it does
not have an attached garage. “This is more of a traditional cottage
in that sense,” Marco says. ‘On a house like this, the garage knocks
out huge portions of the house.” For their sacrihice, the Bolands
were rewarded with a southward view into the pines and a steady
cross-breeze that blows cool through the home’s narrow frame.

“Now the hard part’s coming home, Kevin says. “We talked
about moving up there, but we didn't want to give up the escape
aspect of it. We'd have to get a place in the U.P." D

Karpinski is associate editor of “Detroit Home."
E-mail: akarpinski(@hourdetroit.com.
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Location: East Bay Township

Architect: Marco Silveri, Silveri Architects

Landscape Architect: Cynthia Silveri, Silveri Architects
Contractor: Roger Widing, R. Widing Construction
Size: 1,350 square feet (excluding porches and attic)
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Silveri says. “Then air Lunditinmnlfﬁm invented an N

went away.”
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